CHAPTER   XXIV

THE    CULTURKAMPF

WHILE at Versailles I had, from November 5 to 9, car-
ried on negotiations with Count Ledochowski, Archbishop
of Posen and Gnesen, mainly referring to the territorial
interests of the Pope. In accordance with the proverb
'One hand washes the other/ I proposed that reciprocity
in the relations between the Pope and ourselves should be
effected by bringing Papal influence to bear upon the
French clergy in the interests of peace, being always
afraid, as I was, that the interference of the neutral powers
might spoil the results of our victories. Ledochowski,
and, within narrower limits, Bonnechose, Cardinal Arch-
bishop of Rouen, tried to induce several members of the
higher clergy to exercise their influence in the direction
indicated, but could only report that their advances had
been coldly met and declined; from this I concluded that
the Papacy must lack either the power or the will to
afford us any assistance in obtaining peace of sufficient
value to pay the price for the displeasure felt by Ger-
man Protestants and the Italian National party at the
result of an open championship of Papal interests in
regard to Rome; as well as for the reaction of the
latter sentiment on the future relations of the two
nations.

During the vicissitudes of the war, the King at first
appeared to be the possibly dangerous opponent for us